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Parish Week of March 29, 2020: 

MONDAY  March 30th - St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop  
Monday Readings:  Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 
13:41c-62/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [4ab]/Jn 8:1-11  

NO MASS 

TUESDAY   March 31st  

NO MASS 
Tuesday Readings: Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21/
Jn 8:21-30  

WEDNESDAY April 1st  

NO MASS Wednesday Readings: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52, 
53, 54, 55, 56/Jn 8:31-42  

THURSDAY April 2nd - St. Francis of Paola, Hermit  

NO MASS 
Thursday Readings:  Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [8a]/
Jn 8:51-59  

FRIDAY  April 3rd  
Friday Readings: Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7 
[cf. 7]/Jn 10:31-4  

NO MASS 

SATURDAY  April 4th - St. Isidore, Bishop and Doctor of the Church   

NO MASS Saturday Readings: Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 
13 [cf. 10d]/Jn 11:45-56  

SUNDAY April 5th - Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord    

NO MASS   (HOMILY AVAILABLE ONLINE) 

CHURCH WEBSITE:  stedwardashland.org 

Next Sunday Readings: Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 
17-18, 19-20, 23-24 [2a]/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14ð27:66 or 
27:11-54  

5th Sunday of Lent 

Liturgical Ministries for April 4th & 5th: 
 4:30pm Mass 8:30am Mass 11:00am Mass Holy Thursday Good Friday 

Readers &  
Commentators 

     

Extraordinary  
Ministers of  
Holy Communion 

     

Altar 
Servers 

     

Greeters      

Mon/Tues 
March  30/31 
Mass: 8:00am 

Wednesday  
April 1 

Mass: 1:15pm 

Thursday/Friday 
April 2/3 
Mass:8:00am 

NO MASS 

Weekday Altar Servers: Hunger Center April 1st: 

3:00-5:00pm - Pat Frey, Trina Swan, Christine Leber 
 

5:15-7:00pm - Mary Ann Bilick, Karen Ebert, Pat Edwards, 
Denise & Miles Farnsworth, Marilyn Schirmer, Tracy St. 
John, Janet House, Jim Savage 

Offertory: March 22, 2020  Budget:  $11, 500.00 

Drop-off/Mail-in Collection 

Online 

Total 

      $         2,259.00 

      $         2,154.00 

      $         4,413.00 

Weekly Offertory Report:  

Mass Schedule & Readings:  



5th Sunday of Lent 

The Pastor isé 

     As more and more people are spending more time at home during the current COVID-19 pandemic, Christian families might 
do well to think about the rays of the sun. That was the advice of contemplative monks and nuns ð people who seldom leave 
their home, following age-old traditions of withdrawing from the world for a life of prayer. The following is a report from  
Aleteia.org on what we can learn from cloistered monks and nuns (edited for space): 
 

     ñWe strive to live in habitual companionship with God, which some call órecollectionô or the ópractice of the presence of 
God,'ò a monk who wished to remain anonymous told Aleteia. ñAnd that practice actually draws us closer to each other, even if 
our bodies are far apart. Since God is the source and end of each of us, we can only draw closer to each other by drawing closer 
to him.ò 
 

     In explaining this concept, the monk suggested: ñThink of lines emanating from a point. They can only get closer to each 
other where they are closer to the point.ò 
 

     Another contemplative, Sr. Sophie Marie of the Sisters of Mary Morning Star in Monona, Wisconsin, echoed that  
image, saying that someone once explained it to her as the rays of the sun. When those rays are closest to the sun, they are also 
closest to one another. 
 

     Sr. Sophie Marie offered practical advice on how families with more time now and living in greater proximity to one  
another can draw closer to God. 
 

ñDonôt give into the temptation to just veg out ð on your computer or your phone or your TV. St. Thomas Aquinas says that 
our intelligence is what is most like unto God. Itôs really the greatest gift heôs given us on a natural level,ò she said in an  
interview. ñThis is really a time that if people just sit in front of their TVs or their phones and try to fill this void by passively 
receiving whatever the media decides to give it, thatôs unfortunate because our intelligence is like a blank slate.ò 
 

     To that end, Sr. Sophie Marie encourages Scripture reading, especially the Gospels. ñIn the Gospel of St. John, it says the 
Word is the true light, which enlightens every man,ò she said. 
 

     Like other contemplatives, Sr. Sophie Marie also encouraged families to take up the prayer of the Rosary, ñespecially 
now, with the fact that weôre living through a difficult crisis.ò She recommended reading St. Louis Marie Grignon de  
Montfortôs Secrets of the Rosary to come to an appreciation of how powerful the prayer is.  
 

     ñSo find a time to come together as a family,ò she advised. Sr. Sophie Marie says families can find enjoyable things to do, 
alone or together, that are both relaxing and edifying. ñGet outside. Smell the fresh air,ò she said, offering an example from her 
own personal experience. óWhen my dad and sister come to visit, we do what we call ócardinal walks.ô We walk around the 
neighborhood and listen for cardinals and try to find where they are. Itôs really simple but itôs a great source of joy.ôò 
 

     Cooking together as a family is another alternative, especially now that many restaurants are closed.  
 

     Sr. Mary Grace of the Carmelite Nuns of Our Lady of Grace in Christoval, Texas, said that she and her sisters ñtake turns 
planning what we will do. That might work for families.ò 
 

     One element of living together is almost inevitable, and that is conflict. ñParents with families suddenly confined to home 
may find themselves wondering: óWhat will we do all day? For weeks?ôò said Sr. Aleydis Johnson of the Valley of Our Lady 
Cistercian Monastery in Prairie du Sac, Wisconsin. She acknowledged that parents might be tempted to keep kids constantly 
busy in order to ward off fights. But, she said, conflict can be a way of discovering underlying issues and should not necessarily 
be feared.  ñMaybe this conflict will tell us something about our self, and about our family, that we donôt want to know,ò she 
said. é I think members of families, particularly parents, might experience a temptation to forestall the rumblings or eruptions 
of conflict through a tempest of activity and we encourage them to resist. Conflict, internal and external, is a message-bearer 
that you ignore or silence at great expense to yourself and your family. One of conflictôs messages is: óYou do not know how to 
love. Love is hard and you are weak. You are poor in what matters most.ôò Conflict offers an incomparable opportunity to 
learn, to heal, to love. When we run from conflict we run from our own poverty and the possibility of being made rich in 
Christ.ò 
 

     In addition, Sr. Sophie Marie would counsel having a ñbalance of togetherness and also times of solitude.ò ñWe have to 
be prudent about not spending 24/7 together, é knowing how to give yourself some breathing space,ò she said. ñThatôs a basic 
human thing.ò 
 

Some great words from people who live in community.  
 

St. Edward, pray for us. Treu in Christus, faithfully in Christ, Fr. Rod 
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