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My dear friends in Christ,

One hundred and fifty-eight years ago, Fr. George Brennan had a vision to serve the needs of Catholics in Ashland, Ohio.
As the pastor of nearby St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception Parish in Wooster, he oversaw the beginnings of St.

Edward as a mission church to serve the needs of the Catholic population in this community. Over the years there have
been many projects of building and renovations that addressed the needs of the parish and reflected the importance of

our Catholic presence in Ashland.

A vision was developed in the mid-1990s of providing for the physical and spiritual needs of our parishioners, children
and the surrounding community. Plans were developed for an addition to the school, a new church, and a gymnasium
facility that would firmly ground St. Edward in our community. The efforts and dedication of our parish family has
brought to fruition two of these projects: A 1997 school addition continues to facilitate our dedicated staff in forming
and educating students, both academically and spiritually in faith, and St. Edward School continues to be recognized for
providing the best education in the Ashland Area. Our wonderful worship space was subsequently completed in 2001.
It provides for the spiritual needs of our community through Mass, Eucharistic devotions and prayer. The Church of

St. Edward is vital for the salvation of souls in this community.

|II

Now is the time to complete the vision. Our current “new hall” facility, which has served as a gymnasium, kitchen and
meeting rooms for nearly 30 years, has reached a critical need. The roof of the gymnasium has a broken roof joist.

Because of the age of the building and other deficiencies, it can no longer serve the needs of our growing parish.

In order to respond to the changing needs of our people, we are embarking upon the St. Edward: Completing the
Vision, Building Our Futuréombined Campaign, with two primary objectives: providing facilities that will
accommodate both current and future parish activities; and conducting Rooted in Faith, Forward in Hope diocesan-
wide initiative designed to ensure the future of programs that serve many people in our diocese, and build a future
where the needs of the poor, education for children, evangelization to the community, retirement for priests, and

training for future priests, do not become a burden for individual parishes.

| am confident that this combined campaign is both a wise and vital investment of parish resources, and | ask each
member of our parish family to prayerfully receive and support this appeal as a visible sign of our faith and a way to

prepare our community for future generations of parishioners and school children.

Our parish and diocese have been built through the faith and sacrifices of many wonderful people. Their hard work,
dedication, and love for the Lord have made possible all that we have today. Please pray for the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, through the intercession of our Blessed Mother and St. Edward, and join in the spirit of sacrifice by supporting this

combined campaign so that we may continue to minister to the needs of our community.

Treu in Chistus, faithfully in Christ,

&'/'73 ) /K‘:( ,/, (’! /(,:»\ & ( 7

Fr. Rod Kreidler, Pastor
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landmark initiative to ensure a lasting legacy for the future of both St. Edward Parish, and the

Diocesan Church in northern Ohio.

St . Edward Parish Actvity Center

Our current hall was built in the 1920’s as a grain storage unity. While it has served us well for many

years, repair and upkeep costs are significant and will continue to grow.

Diocesan leadership has granted our parish the opportunity conduct a combined campaign so that we
can create a Parish Activity Center to serve current and future generations of parishioners and school
families. Our vision is to create a 12,000 square foot, handicapped-accessible addition to the school
for:

M Adult and youth parish activities
1 Ajunior high size gymnasium
M A full-size kitchen

1 Four meeting spaces that can be utilized by parish groups, independent of school activities, and

as changing rooms

1 Accommodations for the Hunger Center and ACCESS Program (a cooperative arrangement with

the Kroc Center) to better serve the needy through community outreach

1 Additional parking near the church building

Rooted —4#Fmrkairtdhi n Hope

St. Edward’s is joining all of the parishes in our diocese in this exciting opportunity to realize our vision
for a vibrant Catholic Church in Northeast Ohio. Support for this campaign will bestow on our faith
community the resources needed to continue building God’s kingdom in the Diocese of Cleveland. The

goal is to raise $125 million to carry out the work of the church in five critical areas:

9 {UNBYy3IAGKSyAydamrhdzZNI t I NAakKSa

The largest single share of campaign funds pledgedtoRoot ed i n Fait h, Forward
$37.5 million will be allocated directly toward parish needs. This attests to the diocese’s

commitment to the economic stability and vitality of its parishes. Because St. Edward is entering

into a combined campaign arrangement, the parish will realize its parish share through the fund

raising for the Parish Activity Center (see page 9 for details).
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The General Tuition Assistance Endowment will be provided with $25 million, which has the
potential to provide financial assistance to an additional 2,000 families annually, a 60% increase

over the current number of students who receive aid.

A $10 million innovation fund will provide grants to address technology, facility and environment
enhancements, and educational enrichment and curriculum. A separate $5 million endowment

will provide long-term support to address the continued viability of our schools.

1 ¢K2aS 2 Kexf SNDEYOGAYSRO
$10 million will provide preparation for seminarians, training in ministries that are essential to the

mission and operations of the church (e.g., canon lawyers, seminary professors), and formation

and education of diaconate candidates.

$15 million will be added to the $13 million currently in the Retirement Plan for priests, mitigating

the amount needed from individual parishes for annual retirement fund contributions.
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S5 million will be provided for Evangelization programs, and for training and education of parish
staff, catechists, ministers and those serving cultural groups.

S5 million will fund four initiatives to assist the diocese in continuing to meet its religious
education and formation responsibilities.

A S5 million endowment will be established to provide funds to parishes recognized as anchors in

their communities and are experiencing limited financial resources.

9 /KIENRAGID&S 2 2NJ &

While Catholic Charities operating needs are funded by an annual diocesan appeal, $7.5 million is
needed to improve and expand programs and services, acquire new sites, and renovate existing

facilities to more effectively assist those who are most in need.
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The goal of the combined campaign is to meet Parish Activity Center project costs and our parish target
forRooted i n Fait lsdesdiltedherear d i n Hope,

t I NR &K ! Oo @iinibtdd PlojEcyChsS NJ $1,325,000

Rooted i n Fai t-hParishammitheent d| i5339,9%6q p e
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Notes:

1- Parish Activity Center estimate includes removal of current facility, land acquisition, new
construction, repaving of the parking lot, design and fund raising costs.

2—-St. Edward’soriginalRo ot ed i n Fai t Pagish Terger wass60%000i arcalcidateg e
figure based on the average annual offertory total for the past three years. As part of the combined
campaign arrangement, the diocese has granted a 15% reduction of the target. The target is further

reduced to account for the 30% “parish share” (as described on page 2). St. Edward Parish is
committed toitsshareof Ro ot ed i n Fai t,ltotal Bf 6369876 thalt is payableldverm e
five-year period.

Original Parish Target $605,000
Negotiated Reduction (15%) - $90,750
Modified Parish Target $514,250
Parish Share Reduction (30%) - ’ $154,275
Parish Commitment (70%) $359,975
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building plan that began with a St. Edward School Addition in 1997, followed by
construction of our current church and office complex in 2001. A heartfelt thanks goes to
all who supported these major initiatives through investments of time, talent and
treasure— your commitment is an inspiration to us all!

This combined campaign is an opportunity for all those with a current or past connection
to St. Edward’s to embark on a new chapter in the life of our parish and school with a
renewed commitment to good stewardship of all that has been entrusted to us. All of our
parishioners, school families, and friends are invited to participate in the appeal by:
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All St. Edward parishioners, current and former school
families, and friends of the parish are asked to please

respond to our appeal no later than:
/[ haalL¢a9b¢ h9d XN L5y y ¢ |

All those responding by Commitment Weekend

will not be re-contacted
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A pledge is an intention of good faith that can be adjusted at the donor’s discretion. All gifts of any size
are gratefully accepted in the spirit they are given. Please prayerfully consider the pledge amount,
duration, number of payments, and schedule that best suits your circumstances. The chart below
provides examples of pledge plans that are payable for up to a three-year period.

DONOR TOTAL 3 ANNUAL 12 QUARTERLY 36 MONTHLY
LEVEL PLEDGE PAYMENTS PAYMENTS PAYMENTS
ANGEL $250,000 and above
LEADER | $100,000 to $250,000 Please contact the Parish Office
BENEFACTOR $30,000 to $100,000
$25,000 $8,333 $2,083 $694
MAJOR $20,000 $6,667 $1,667 $556
$15,000 $5,000 $1,250 $417
$10,000 $3,333 $833 $278
$7,500 $2,500 $625 $208
BUILDER $6,000 $2,000 $500 $167
$5,000 $1,667 $417 $139
$4,000 $1,333 $333 $111
PATRON $3,000 $1,000 $250 $83
$2,500 $833 $208 $69
FRIEND $500 to $2,500 Every Gift Counts!

tf SFaS YSSLI Ay aAyRY
* A donor may opt for a shorter or longer pledge period, or a one-time gift.

* A donor may choose to designate a gift to a particular portion of the campaign Case for Support. It is

hoped that donors will consider their gift to the combined campaign as a whole.

* A 10% down payment is suggested but not required to begin a pledge. Checks should be made payable
to“St . Edward "Buil ding Fund

*  Pledge payments will be used solely to meet the objectives of the combined campaign, and kept wholly

separate from regular offertory contributions for daily operations.

* al G§OKAY 3 DAVBny tolNdnNaFfeYtis type of program to their employees and/or
retirees, as a way to encourage charitable giving. Contact the Human Resources office of your employer

to find out if a program is offered and whether you qualify.

* tfFyYYSR DA @A ¥ Aplahnkdigift dddipctryldd long-t&rm support for St. Edward Parish
beyond the scope of this three-year campaign. Please contact the parish office for more information on
gifts of life insurance, irrevocable life income gifts (unitrusts, annuity trusts and gift annuities), and

charitable lead trusts.

* aSY2 NR |- bonobs komxdbuting $500 or more are eligible for inclusion on a memorial display

honoring our benefactors. Gifts may also be made anonymously.
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A: While donors may choose to designate a gift to the Parish Activity Center, or another portion of the
campaign Case for Support, it is hoped that donors will consider their gift to the combined campaign as a
whole.
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A: Based on the feedback received through the parish feasibility study, we increased the size of the meeting
rooms to approximately the same size as the meeting rooms in the "new hall," and almost doubled the
amount of Hunger Center storage space.

We will be able to reduce the total project cost approximately $100,000 by installing a temporary tile gym
floor, postponing the bleachers and meeting room dividers, and utilizing parishioner volunteer labor to paint
the facility. Exceeding our goal will allow us to install an all-purpose gym floor, bleachers, and meeting room
dividers.

vY2KIG KFELIWISya AF ¢S R2 y24 YSSG 2dzNJ Uyl yOAlFE 321K

A: We are relying on the generosity of our parishioners, school families and friends to raise as much as possible
toward our goal over the next three years. Short-term financing may be necessary to complete construction.
A parish planned giving program, including life insurance, annuities, etc., will provide long-term financial
support for the campaign, and possibly other parish needs.

vY22dAZA R AG 0SS Y2NBE O2ait SiSOea@S (2 NBLIAN GKS t I NRa
A: Repairing and updating the current hall would initially cost less than building new, but restoring the current
hall would require a major financial investment that still would not meet our current or future needs. We

will re-use certain items from the current hall, including: tables, chairs, plumbing, bathroom fixtures, kitchen
appliances, scoreboard, and air conditioning unit.

vY2 KSYy gAft 6S 06S o6fS G2 oNBI{1 3INRdzyRZ YR K2g 2y
A: Groundbreaking can take place oncewecoverour Root ed i n Fai t haggetdndcollacahalfl 1 n
of the Parish Activity Center construction cost. Construction will last approximately nine months.
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A: Yes. While the majority of pledges will be paid in cash, other forms of giving, including appreciated
securities and planned gifts will also be gratefully accepted. Contact the parish office for more information.
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Thomas MajosGfe Chairperson
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Dan S €dnpbratd/Foundation Chairperson
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501 Cottage Street
Ashland, OH 44805
(419) 289-7224

www.stedwardashland.catholicweb.com



